goPy OF A IETTER FROM JERRY ,dated Stenitza 17/2/35 received at
; ’mpeneen 23/3/33

My dear Israel,
My toes are aboub healed =and I shall commence work to-
MOrTOWe At the moment I am working at home,

Great changes have taken place here lately; a fundamen-
tal change in the Soviet Poliey,brought about by pressure from I do
not kmow where,

let us state the facts end realise that we Inow ite
It is interesting %o note,for instance,that I arrived Jjust at the
summit of the hot 5 years plan,lived through the erisis and am now
witnessing the antielimax,which possibly may be the improvement
or the salvation of the general position of things.

However that may be,~ I ean only explain the effect and
the chemges wrought about this litth world,within which I found
myself here. £ ! £

My chief Platanov,whom I lately found to be ,by the way,
both selfish and mean, returned yesterday from Woronesh 'ﬁh gertain

important 1n-tmt1u'u which are going to have far reaching effects :;Oi

upon us, I shall $ry to endeavour to eooly explain how it may reflect
upon me amongst other peo les
t me start 8 wayi-——— £
As & result of the new changed peliey,both "MOstrotrest”
Bridge building head office) and XSXxxmuk nGlaygheldostroi” (Memedk
‘Headquarters of Railway Construetion) have had their grants very
much curtailed, have sto; a large number of
new proposed,started works,as well as slowed expenditure and
rate of execution of works well under ways. We here got telegrams
to stop Novosvetlovka Job entirely; coplete only #ill weter 2evel
our bridge at the Stanitze and earry out only the sinking of the
caissons at the bridge of "Andar".
A letter here again for sake of explanation says that the

nposkwa- Donbas" is dévided into 9 aivisions and that the Stanitza
is the headquarters of the 2nd division; that within thet 2nd division
are two major bridges vls.jh-t over the "Severnoi Dometz" at the very
ngtanitza" and the wiisia “alka" at Novosvetlovka. These two strue-
tures plus a third bridge “over the "Ander" river in the 34 division
of "Moskwa- Donbas" are under the management of one "Natehalnik
Rabot",this time Platinov of which I spoke earlier, The work of con-
ltrution is earried out by the organization "Mostrotrest” ,and for
each portion of work completed it receives payment from the "Moskwa-
Donbas" organisation according to a schedule of prieces drawn up
earlier prépr to commencement according to a long and detailed
eontract.

This is the le position,

No "Glavzheldo i" gets less funds, It must emonomise, It
therefore 1looks at the Moskwa-Donbas construetion, What ean one
do ?. There are portiens easier to finish and place into pperation
than others. Well, so it does, Those that are near Moscow were
simpler to complete and these will be completed. But here in Divis-
jons 1.2.3, and 4 work must cease for a year or S0,

So far as the Stanitza is concerned ,men are id off and
for the following month,i.e, $i11 the Spring river floods all work
of the construetion wiil solely concentrate upon the defemee of the
big sand benks on the approach of the rivers .Otherwise ,hundreds

nee
serviruestia’,i.e. there is a ngonservation” of the works.... Do
you follow me ?. (One month :r this word "conservation" was "TREIF"
and no ome  could ever sugge it.
sabbotage Jsesses

They,i.e.bhe management of Moskwa- Donbas in Voronezh
wished to "conserve" the bridge eonstrustion,too in so far as it
sffexks is possible under circumstances. As & result we received
the telegram,I of earlier, ‘

Immediately on the 10th of February ,Platonov went to
Voronezh, Obviously ,he did not want to be left a King without a
Kingdom, He stayed thgre 6 - 7 daySe...

e is beck, e has managed to persuade them completely.
ngevernbi Donetz" must be completed. The program of the
npndar" remains the same and "Lisia Balka" will linger on $ill



. - ’ &

xtumn on 375,000 roubles,.. sum is Immxmekk so smell (of whigh
i‘lo 000 roubles goes on eest of waggon transport of building mater-
hlf that no more than 100 men ean be kept and work on one shift
thus our friend Platonov has secured himself a {Ict easy,
for six months to wictwit while the time untill the

passes and the position in Soviet Russia ¢ Up. ot

I see in the near future many Soviet Railway Specialists,

techihicians ete, being thrown out and seeking pastures newse..
So that it is very fortunate for Platonov to have secured himse

a Job,

Our "Donetz" job at the Stanitza eannot last mobde than amonth.
The floods come down there.ifter that men are paid off and a few stay
to complete drawings ,plans and accounts, N

As for moxf.lv visa extension termimtes on 23/3/33. mn‘\
time I think I shall get extension easier.So they told me in
Deecember, But whether dhis will be so now with the heavy retren-
ehment,I ,of course do not know, - :

ere,I have nothing to do,i.e. here at the Stanitza, On the
a.x‘m Balka" to linger on through’ Summer,even if I am asked ,I do not
.

Hoy constructions ceased. I believe that great efforts are
eoncentrated on the Far Bast in the région of the Baikal lake ,and
the Amur river on Railway Location,i.e. on p. of new main
lines to and at the same time to open Gold Fields in the
"fundras” of tern Siberia,

But I think that you will pardon me all if I am not too keen
in the eold wastes : — 5

o vanish

I have experienced a certain miwmikiwiswmmenk dissillusion-
ment ‘:n the ideslogy of the creed here having come to it,face to
face dosss

and
soft

I g0 home. And nmow I feel that even
work n}:ﬂowmm but in a "freer" atmosphere ,could be

ace
to-day in a changing policy,to see works
ltoznd and men retrenched and never read nurit,n‘nr see or hear
of i%,as if it mever took place at all is very,very sore.
When you in A‘:ﬂu have n,ogg,ooo unemployed -:”;1:'1 seem
partly through,Only par e
it admitted, But here we still read of greater ;uo-nu ,oi greater

attainment e sphere,,
Well :l‘uu{,u you follow me 2.
hupu?: 18 the .:nt: :eh:: “'L}”‘?"mﬁ‘.“' g A2
a ¢ fee. ne: Spr: . We ve mperatures
of - 54,10 and 15 ¢ C, anid nry‘vu-‘nruy* anything, But all
the same ,we are in second half of February,
The Sprimg will start.Men,Women and ehildren will again
mil to wander (as if thz really ever stopped ?...) on the Russian
hg‘lthu time for work ,for a mere job instead of as before in
1930-1931 in search of better food,accomodation and living eondi-
tions in geheral. Russia will be on wheels.
At the same time the Government has taken already gigantic
= h“ to H‘- t:ﬁlulm. !oﬂ;rilg beek to t:;];nld:no-"
bour hands 80 reckles a drawing terate
"HoujicXs" inte uew fasyories anml comytruciioms . Fhere wiil be a
£36 Tremrmmtitn. o tattie merees n Tho Lt oy leerees 12
preservation ca rses,on o
Congress of Koleljos,Soviet ;mm‘onua: then mobilisation of
men for Kolchos work ete.ete, ¥ £
Of course,I must draw inferences. Were I a Russian, I might
not have seen uv‘nu at all, There are no commentations in the
Press.

'uyuu.tyInuch(um "fhe Manghester Guardian”
or even your "Star" cuttings and Aaron's "Argus" %..... Fi%
Do _not forget that in the local press I find nothing #f Indig,
Australia, yIreland ete, Just machines and prodietion units.
(Needless to say,these too are interesting ).
tk“:bomstutm why I do not leave at onee, I eannot answer
you o 3

I think I told you about the money ‘you sent me,

2 in
fon that Beile's £1,10.0, and £2,0.0, are
-mw m‘-tt: that I must~call there persomally to &mlw

Imugensk I shall go at very first opportunity.
b

ease :
the toe . 1
. mmﬁll send & copy m;-ﬂ; oS5t w‘ 's street,
't)ﬁm and to Joe , Ilansdowne cm&ﬁ . e
“ I write to you(most frequently) mig -
and again, To 211 and sundry I simply cannot.l have neither the

r.s./l At the moment the food shortage in Russia must be very

jons ( 1 1b) for
acute, for very high specialists get bread rat
memebérs of their households. That means  that blackemith his

a

:mmu;h“ only and the whole uﬁu -rvl‘n o.;?:‘ ::.uu.‘ 1t
yu.mtu ﬁ-“ are enormous, embers of the"Xolghog" had had
e o e e ot arte pins 0 fopd tane Baay dbve on
sour ouﬂ.::l = . “‘m& !& a ntugohtu. ht-to:;hu

= Xi wage
today fabulous i one e+
S some - gt -H%?mm":u.m--mms...
- On this "Severnoi Dometz" ome has also a Stolovaia far nr:u.
I feed here,not to have to go to our Special "Elite" Stolovaia %
the Stanitza, I my food without a Queue, ise,l would ge

it. The 1ilthiest,lousiest gueue,cursing as thick as
in the kitchen leeee ’

here, which only the workers
e T eeessel air of 5°3 atmosphares get; I fail

sour cucumbers and nothing .
) e Aan tho sotend ith 1 meied petates

same )
veli for the
.'.-“m-' u: . f?x oy ?":' :t and tell
Commmis jends and let anyone deny
.-1-.11:. a;n is being built successfully (?) the

' his bread must not
For a workman to get his m’ﬁaamu%u- o
't to the satisfaetion of his
card hili.lthr work. On this

vaia.

e In the mimute feeding of
3::':1.“.‘“‘--:-“ mvwﬁl:gm rcth-otﬂ.cop{t;-h
I-anchnxmawm%-mma.(m e
700 workmen) and to everyone such a "Zhi (?) is
The complaints
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This is how by uui collosal h;:{{"nmuhc mchine every

".Q...
these

?
E

R g
itz
;

=§
»3
i1l
e
~a§i§

shs
4
g

food,which 1is possibly more
prepared, As I often Mh&u"nﬂmnh'nhlﬁuo.p
queues is somwhat less,the language used is purer,bub
equal here and all must wait their twen and as



il

there are only two waitresses serving,the queue is respectabdly large;
1,t00,g80 through the ocedure which every time gives me a head-
ache, For this reason I prefer feeding in the workman's res-
taurant where by virtue of my post,I get my plate of cucumber
m‘:n-a potatoes within a minute, I get in from the back of the

e . ‘ !

In former days ,the sight of tons of potatoe peel and wet

blagk floors and cabbage leaves,and rotten seeds of cucumber
could and did upset me,

These days' of Bourgeoisis refinement are over( and
quiekly it goes over,when one is hungry) and I feed Just as lavish-
ly 1in the Stolovala Kitchea as I did a five years ago on a virgin
spot of some mountain 1

Aeh,it Just reminds me of such days of yore.Of the
wonderful oleen pastures and slppes ‘we would reast and eat
and colleet the mibbish and burn them ., How fastidious we were
and how Silly sceso £ :

one gan live otherwise,l Se€ee...

I shall Pemember Wagoebaskloof and the waterfalls and you
and me, s

Vias it only a year ago Pecesss
JERRY

‘

There is still a bit of paper left,But I will not use it
up. I Just will neds

Only excuse mistakes, I write too fast,



