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Dated Kharkov 20/4/50

Tearest THIVL § Terael, :

: Today is the last day of my viza 1nUSSH.

I salled this morning at the Foreign Department of the

goviet here and was told that the lenghtening of my viza rests not :
with them but with Imgansk "GORSOVET", i.e. that to night I am leaving
vaek te where T eame from %o apply for vize extenslon § There wes
thus no need for my coming here at all I Thus again I had &
free trip to Kharkov g :

I want to tell such a lot and I really have the infor-
mation and perhaps even the time, But I am sitting in a Railway
gtation buffet with noise and the rattle of the dining room. It is very

S 7 mm in momewhal '&MM@%Q! the Stanibes hes spoilsd
- .-me, "ueues always dishearten wme and those

~ those T wen?® through made me sickl
1 arrived here early this morning and guieckly enough
t out of the gtation. Om the oppoesite side of the square one has
hand in one s packeages to the ¢loak room. We were only some 20
or so men andi dwe +o Russian sluggishness I only got fixed wp in
I went to the "Spartok” Hotel I was last time and was
told that I mmet go to some baths end then pass through the
diginfeetinh chamber before they can talk %o me. They gawe me
an address. The train journey is always here a nightmare,today in
the early morning 1% was the limit. :
when I arrived T learat that todsy inly HNilitia men
are admitted ,I , a plain eiiimn,umm br admitted, Sueh is the

iaw §

I went to snother "BODJonly %o find there such a huge
erowd of screaming humanity, that out of sheer disguat I left and
thus spent today without "SHELTER", 1 mxikx am leaving %o P

To have a ticket ,or s free $isket,is not all «ine
has to book & meat,so I went Lo the "CORODSKAIA STANCHIA 7" %o book
it, There are 18 windows for the different directions and at every
window stood a shouting queue ] It almost mande me vomlt at the sight
of 18 lises und amougst these & movley of humanity such as one
enly sees here., , Blind one legzged woman, "Beshprizhorni® children
nake? almost besring and stealing. Wothers uni childveh mimcixy
slecping smongst heaps of sacks and luggage.

- By the way,it is Opr kmex time here, The snow is mel-
ting and the streets are elther c¢lean or suddy,but ne smow is left.

, : 1 eould not persuade myself %o walt, 1 went %o the
Station Master in a broken terridble Rueshan s2id that I sm a -
foreigner and beggel nim v help me. e fell. I got my ticket mmk

booked in two seconds § When I left the Station happy with the
vplatehkart® in my bag, I saw a sight that only Beils bhas seen be-
fore . It vas & bread line et Store Mod48 on Fngels street |

1 have seen many 1lines heve but this one never bdefore,
I¢ was one 8ecp ,guarded hy Militlamenmalong its entire lenght of
some four street blocks 3§

Why ?. - here you are . :

The provinee of Kharkov has Just (very late {}) earri’
out its dread %ax and is allowed to itrede in bresd. Here you ave
vou have bread on ecommercial prices,15 times that of standard )
state prices,but 7 times cheaper than the forbiddes trude with
bread oa the markes

People took their places at midnight yesterday and
herring llke mimyuiogmimt stood patiently 81l morning today.

Interesting faces, these women with infanus,streined fuces these
are, Jery txtoreﬁiug i 1 etayed there a good half an hour }

The militis men endeavouring to maintain order,hit those thed txx
to get in without the line] On the whole you have about 30 militia-
men doing no useful work,let slone those in the gqueue § A very
low produetivity of labourm ,phis is I--

. of those in the queauwe,one half or more are from —

the villages,where bread shortage is worse than in the towns }§

I am off the peint,

The last three weeks in luganskala Stanitze were vile,




- P -

mostly through nights of threatening floods
iee | 50 these two days are glorious }

About myself,
Iuhwimto tht bask to Lugansk and I e That
an extension of my viza .1 be grantedi. It will be d "$111

the completion of the !mmoﬁ upon”, And here Iwunta
say that this does not suit me _for really and trully I want to

&0 %o &% to see ms% Russias. I shall thus on receipt .
- of my extensi write to Moseow %o get. me transferred. thgh

I shall be here under false pretenses,~ I am sure that by the
tire my viea will again Ybe n;p,tm 8hall have forgotten how
1 have arrived on my other bridge Jj-—e—-

I% is all gos (or GOSH) je——-
I do not m whether Bobrikov ,chief engimer of liostrotrest
ui.l.lm%mi his promise }§
! mtehalnlilc WWMM"@IM‘V

The “m:hmiial Rabot" will go soon,That I know for a i‘u‘b.
Imsh&ﬁhm&n of it .
30 I will go with him jew—
0n the whole my fubture is uncertain,
Conditions in Russia must undoubtedly improve this Summer,
for many reasons, 1'd love to tell you why,
My own life in the Stanitza leaves mnothing to be desired.
The manager of the Stolovaia gives me food without waiting.The
Chairman of the workmen's ocommittee rushing in ,pushing everyone
aside and pushing me forward and shouting :
"PUSTU EVO,0N ODEN,A RABOCHIK m\sm" R
This is -q:uutar &—-—-—-—-
I shall write again,

JERRY



