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COPY of a letter from Jerry.Kharkov.l3/5/33 Tzaneen 8/6/33

KHARKOV 13/5/3

My lucky stars are favouring me §
I left my"home" at the Stanitza yesterday and am here
this morning as you see,

Dear (Israel)

MOSCOW 14/5/33
I was interrupted and could not finish, Am completing
in Post O0ffice here. lost glorious days ,warm Spring.Loving lavish
green all over Russia, Russia is loving again after its cruel
Winter.
: All alaong the line beggars pray upon us, Appealing for
bread,for food. Shocking stench.Shocking 1 Abhorring 11.
Perhaps this year's harvest will terminate this cruel famine ?,
I am enclosin% several photographs taken by my collegue there,
I hope "they" will let it through § I personally am not allowed
to take any snaps except persomal ones., These enclosed here are
at the "Sovernoil Donetz" at Stanitza ILuganskaia at the carly
stages, The later ones 1 dare not risk sending youe
I also sent you a few group photos.( You and Beile).
LOVING JERRY,

COPY of a letter dated L1/5/33 received at Tzaneen 08/6/33

My dear (Israel) .
I have now leisure,tons of it § My departure has
been delayed from Luganskeie Stanitza t11l 12th liay. On that day
leaves for Moscow our Chief Platinov and we are leaving Jogether,
When he offered me to wait for him,I eould not very well refuse;
though for minor reasons ,this latter may not be too good.
~ On the other hand ,leaving with the Chief together has

advantages that with the aid of his Annual Personal Ticket (eosting
4000 roubles and enabling him to travel on all Soviet Xailways
at any time and by any train) I shall perhaps get a seat on a"Soft"
earriage (not hard ones,like S.African 3d ,that I have to take :
though the ticket entitles me on "soft" earriages)., "Soft" is much
more ent ,because one ocam sleep. It is clean and in ones

partment are only four, In "hard" carriages sld people of the
earriage are together,there being small partitions,
B Hy waiting was worth it all,undoubtedly .Just listen -

esides the moneys I got ! 3

. The boss placed two waggons +to my disposal with four
semi dead horses, My luggage ,four packages, were taken two on 2 -
waggon,to the river,Thence it will be offloaded,placed on a boat,
taken accross the "Donetz", The horses and the waggons will be
sent over the river,too and thence will start a pilgrimage of 20
kilometers till lLugansk,where it shall be handed to the "Bogasnie
potdelenie” bounfl for "Nismnie ¥ Hovgorod" or "Gored Goreki",as
it has been renamed recently,.

"7havtrans" is accompanying it and will do all the nece=
gsaries J Will hire men and deliver me the receipto=-- The baggage
thus leaves to=day,whilst I shall leave to-morrow.

Now can you appreciate what it all means %to me 1 Nome much
to worry and queue waiting and cursing , x hét alone hard work
it saves me Jeseo

It is hot to-day, In ILugansk will be dusty and hot and stuffy
and plodding along with laden waggons drawn by miserable horses is
not a pleasure either }

Yy waiting was well worth the while, :

e shall now sce what my new post and the new surroundings
will mean to meo 1 ¢ ‘

I am travelling through Iugansk,Kharkow, Moscow ., In loscow
7 shall stop for a day or so to go to a "show". It will be easier to
get a ticket to the famous theatres not during holiday season.

I have been resting lately a lot. I returned on the 7/5/33
and am already tired of doing nothing nothing, So am keen to leave,
I acknowledge ypur letter dated 9/4/33 and thank you for

it
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I was yesterday in - Iugansk and went to the state Sank of

UsSsr end Torgsin, The reason ig that up to now I have used up
one of mx Beile's cheques (£1.1C.0.)« The other #2,0,0. as well as
leivi's 10 dollars are lying there. -- 1 applied ‘o have the
money forwarded to Nizhni-Novgorod. There they were going to
give me in roubles and heve these fransferred &s such, The ex-
ehange on the dollar is very low (165 roubles) end nglish pounds
are low boo, After some exEcxEIIRg quarelling ,I decided to leave.
for Nizhni-iovgorod &nd thence epply for the money ;| in that wa
they shall have to transfer in foreign valuta I _

po-not think that cae cannob use Veluta or pounds 1 Bub
I have Ho need & 1 bought in London enough goods that will last
witrout replenesliing =2 years (that is ,if they do not get lost
—or stolen). So let money better remain in your hands and when I
need some I shall ask youa -

: T am not touchy,you need not. ve woriled. 1 shall ask yeu
or Peile etc. waen + went SOME losse.
That will do .

corY of a letter from Jerry dated n/5/35 arrived Tzaneen 8/6/33
IUGANSX STLPION, "WATTING ROGMH
pear (Israel) :
"1 am full of praise for Moscow; for its theafres,its
bioscopes,its habits and.lts 1life
I nevee starved, Its pesteurants supplied me with the
food at a reasoncble price snd its shows: I lavishly enjoyed.

I sew an Operetta ,light,breexy, and simple; Proletarian
operetta under nproletarisn” conditiocas for 8 roubles, Tre house
was fulle. Apparantly money 1s fpee and cosy l.es. I sew a drama of
Ruseian origin; which was good , & fine piece of art with little pro-
pogande. I saw several films ,which were not 8o good,Revolutionary
themes with much propoganda. 1 went into bookshops and found large

gses of books ,3ll 1932-193% and all technical and politieal,
ancy,all technical,only sueh doeee . Hundreds on every theme of
work. Nothing in fiction (perhaps 1 7,00t more) Tent to the
n. 4w Tniga" and found foreign hooks of politiecal
fechnical nature, No fiction,none &t all Jeccees :
Russia is going mad on technicians, on technical work,on
engineering and scienceo Simply m2d deeeee
T was at Torgsin and bought & few things and found crowds
in every department (The Goverhment 1is ceccepting gold and ¢
silver =nd the people fall enticed by oranges ,apples,bread,meat,
butter and what not { Fnormous queues in everyone of the dozen
Torgsin Department Stores.). ‘
By the way,once again,no valuta. Hone at all.I have
enough. Tyis is all seriousnesss
114 love to tell you of my experiences in Moscow.On
the Red Square in Moscow on the lst of May when 1% million people

went past Stalin; of my experiences in Hotels ,theatres,trains,
of the people I stayed with,.
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~ And how they met me and invited me to stay with them ! But that

would take whole letters and time that I certainly have not.
I was interrupted., The train steamed in and I mmx had to
leave, At the moment I em already at the Stanitza ,at "home" in
my room finishing this letter to you.
Travelling is a fine enjoyable thing and my last journey
I enjoyed immensely.
Well,that will do. ;
I found a big bateh of letters from home on my return, I thank
you for yours and shall reply soon.
Thanks for your news cuttings you sent me,
within 2= 3 days I think to leave at last in all seriousness.
JERRY.
P.5. I am sending & smap of myself, Also my April "PROPUSK"
or permit to our Stolowaia. J.B.

COPY 1letter from Jerry LUGANSK 7/5/33 arrived S?gjsmown
: 5} 5]
Tzaneen 8/6/33
My dear (Beile) _
I have just returned from Moscow and am waiting in Station
Room for my train to Kontrashovka and thence to the Stanitza
Inganskaia,
I shall be "home" soon and then I shall pack JPo leave, If
will be a great ordeal,l can assure you.

Perhaps shall have to work for a week or so to get the
work done +that I have stabted here, It makes no difference in any
case, i :

Nizhni=Novgorod is a fine town,larger than Johannesburg with
its white and black population{i.e. it has over half a million
people). It has some new colossal factories ; it is &he Detroit of
Russia, It lies on the Junetion of the "Oka" and the "Volga" rivers.
The huge miles wide mother- Volga. _

A Tew days ago there was opened a new arch bridge there over
the @ka river and I seat ‘you & @6py of the Pravda with an article about
it : ;

The Volga bridge is three times larger and is being built,

I am told ,in the very town of Nizhni Novgorod. The latter is one
night's journey from Moscow ,which is comngcted with Nizhni Nove
goro? by & double railway{not single as “apetown is with Johannesi-
burg) e

In general conditions up North are better than South and
the further one goes to the colder climes,the better,

In Moscow one can get bread withou% cards m in special shops
(very large gueues) though the cost there is 4 rouble a kilogram
against 25 kop, with a bread cari. One can get milk at 4 roubles a
litre, and eggs at 1 rouble a piece and sausages at 28 roubles
a kilogram.

Though the prices are very high{since the average wage of
a2 workman 1is 4-5 roubles a day),still it is better than nothing at
all, £ !

It is fine now ,warm,sunny and pleasant, I had a restful holiday
of about ten days and greatly enjoyed myself, I feel as a giant
refreshed, +5 :

So move these days 1is much easier, Besides I know more the
Russian ways and hebits and shall get along better, I have already
travelled a great deal by now and ought to know,I  hope.
I shall write again soon.Regards.Much ,very much I ought
to tell you. Very pleasant and rightly amusing of all that I saw
on my travels,

Regards, JERRY,

ANOTHER LETTER STANITZA 9/5/33 arrived Traneen 8/8/33

My dear,

I have every reason to think' that this will be mny very last
letter from Iuganskais Stanitza ,8a8 to=morrow I expect to leave
for Hizhni-Novgored through Kharkov and Moskwa.



T learn that I am gmkagikx gaining a great deal by way of
money . I shall get 300 roubles arrears here and"Lisia Balka",
Then expences ol the way. Then sixdfys %o get Tfixed up and later
when I get fixed up in Nowgorod one month's wages as compensation
for breaking up the home ,1.60 spachenia” (?). : :

g0 instead of losing on the transfer as 1 would have, nor-
mally have been the case,l am actually getting rich I : A

. Do not expect much to=8ay., 1 have gbill %o pack all my “
things,everything and say good-bye,and § to-morrow 10/5/83%n early 2
I shall be off 1i}e===-- »

1 =am leaving very many rriends here,good ones and many enemieg,=-
vho knows what will happen ilater.--- Another gamble in a
gertain sensc. ' '
mhis is & common letters T aeknowledige post from lLeivi,Israel,
and Beile; a rarity-- = note from ASTOIe '
My knowledge of Russian affairs,laws, habits are quite good
now « I invite you all to visit Russia now and take me on as your
guide . I can lead you through the lenght and breath of Soviet Landidll
Begt wishes.

JERRY .
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Another letter ¥OQC0N
ohief Dridge Office
16L5/58 (aprived Cape Town 5/6/33
& Lzanecen 8/6/33)

My dear (Beile)

I srrived here yesterday and an leaving to-merrow 16th in
the evening for Nizhni=-Tiovgorod, I am sitting here to get fixed up
with provisiéon cards and booke on dnsls of Forelgn Supplies,i.e.
get the same food rati grflop S RETS "‘WW““‘M’*&!&

1. e Specitt conbractey The pr ig very long aund complicated.
1t has to invelve agreements ol two pPeoples Commissars and many ;
"helpers”, :

In any case,l am not rumnning for it myeelf, This is being
dgne for me by dhis "Mostrctrest” organization and 1 thark my luecky
stars,. ‘

In spite of 1t all,the thiee days I shull be here,will
nob suffice to see the matter throu%h and I shall leave without the
"hool=gard” ! “"Zhabornais Kniska",(?.) They will,I hope ,forward 1%
on to me in Mizhni-Nevgorod.

: Last night,I went to '"iall Theatrse" zand saw "Gogol's
nevisor', It was wonderful ! wirst class artists in a classical
comedy. Sérry you were not here too. To night,I shall try to find
a ticket {at a1l cost) 1o n"Bolshoi Theatre” to see "Boris Godunov"
the famous opera. :

Tiokets cost here'big money" snd as Moscow feels the pinch
of money shortage,it is possible to get @ aseat from speculators.

And this is actuelly what I hope to do in order to gel ine.

Where my luggage is,I kiow not. Scrwhere ca the Russian
Railways. I think to gu %o Nizhni-Novgorod, walt a week amd if 1t is-
not yet there,to leave bask for Moscow and Kharkov to search all
gtations anl pack houses. I shall probably find 1t towards the end.

I must repeat. In Moscow everything ,food ctec., is far far
better than in the provinces. In Moscow for money ore can get bread
and most necessities,but not so 1ln the villages and the smaller towns.

sights along the railway line on stations,sidings are shocking,
indescibable, inhuman,

Phere is every reason to hope thet things will not be bad
in Nighni:,- & big - town 50¢,000 people conneched: with a double track
roeilway with loscow,many foreigners,big factories,famous Russian motor
car factory etc.

Tove.Kiss the children.
pid you get my cable to you :"Lucky stars favour"JERRY



