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COFY OF A LETTER FROM JERYY.dated 30/5/3% recelved 3/7/32

My dser (Beile), .
I hope to sit down xm now un? write to you one long
common letter dwelling meiuly upou tne latest events of my adven=
ture,which ~re no less interesting in their own way ws the prede-
cessers, I shull see now far ! snall get to. I know that if I
shall mot write to-duy,then I shall harély even get another chance
m.

"~ From the 1/6/33 we commence work om the basis of a slopless
week,1.6. work without & stop day and night,similar to that I had

at peak times in the Ukraine,

It took me far less time to fix myself wup in Nizhni than
hethero, I kaow how to get shont things und went in a straight forward
way unhesitatiagly te the goal,

At the moment I have my quarters in the late Volga Hotel,the
leading hotel in the ¥aldvimo (?),where in the olden days was
neld the world famoue"Wovgorod ?ai:".ktgmgeggra; ,#ll the bulldings
sonnected with thig TulP havé been nondeu over o bue new Mostro-
trest- s very big orgaaization here,one that has on the 1lst
of Moy 19233 opened the new famous bridge over the Oka river,

In these bulilaings you find now our orfices,our common rooms, all
our cuurters for single and for married people,our Stolovuls,our
*glub Rooms" snd 8o forth,-- all that which ou any otherconstrueti-
on one has to build nowndays.

411 these buildings ineluding my room= a fine room,airy,
big,with eleetric 1lights and seperate entrance~- are situcted a
gtone's throw {rom the Oka bridge. The Volga bridge ,ou whien most
of us here are at the moment engaged is however, some 5 kilometers
from here, kimxwxik, Ve walk this distence and 1t takes about
50 mimutes,kfomgik. Though one could get there by boat,our little
boat is demaged and we have wm at the present no petrol-~(and you
in Afriea buy our AROP to your hearts content §lli.).

This orrangement is bad. On the one hand my room is too
&00d to let it go awd go in for some shanty -- if I san find any-
thing--- ut the river side ,and on the other hand to welk daily
there und baek 10 kilometers after a days contiunious rosming and
running about the job is .ot pleasant, I =m sure that +this will
aot pe left in sueh a stete,and that a change will soon come,

At the moment ,up to-day,l used to get up at six in order %o
arrive at 7.30, for the erossing ferry over the river,

My work will be on the left bank of the river,i.e. further
grom the end, Though s speeial UFA/E I am appeinted 1st assistant
to the "PROR.AB" of all shuttering nnd areh work and control of
arehes No 5 -- Mo 10 and speeial design of SHCTYLOGICAL (?)
mecshnisation of our carpentry work,as well us responsible lender
“of ‘hﬁﬁGﬁEDﬁTIC(?) Brl TR s e PR N R e S ] group of
thr centre brldge !1 ~uite a responsible amo of work and some
gwem exteat work I have not done before ; you  uite know that that
18180 ,28 I have not built bridges ih 5 Afriea of the size of the
Volga.

The entire bridge is just a little less than one mile in
lenght end consiste of 2 big steel sprnns (450 feety loug) and 15
re-inforced conerete srches 160 feet long. Very interesting manifold
préblems, technieally intricate ,work is to be dmmm x quite pmEhxmise
mechanised. There will be several powerful eranes,derrickz cranes,®
fol3iatt omanes of several types as well as portal eranes, Ve must

have 400 earpenters alone
To-day there are several features besides tecnical vnes

that interest me, For one ,we have im here a few hundred prisoners
undergoing sentence -- " HAKLIUCHANTIE" (?) ,eriminals of many kinds,
kulaks, thieves and others. I am very interested with tRese types,
their mode of living ete, I visit their quarters,their Stolovalas,
their millitary escort,and think that the whole system is in-
terrsting as sueh, In the second plage,there are stagioned here
two regiments of yhe Red irmy who work on the “arthworks of both
banks of the Tolga, These soldiers in und#form digging sahd or of-
loading trucks are very queer,being and working as they do,
hard by hand with xkik eovilians or prisoners 1 )

Between these three catagories there 1s very little differenct
ag it seems ., The prisoners,an idle and lazy lot,get skoff and no

Ly ee st Bnrd da ohaminashle. Rut o asalse is the Paid
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that the eivilianx free proletarianz gets in nis 3Stolovaia; only
he gets o wage but pays for nis meals. le pays for that food not
less than XX 2.5 to 3 roubles & day and gets nGoHIY, and "KASHAY
without a sign of fat or meat and earms 4 roubles ,or 5 if he is
skilledl =nd works hard. . 3 :

of =1l these ,one csn envy the Red irmy men,who though he
gets merely a few kopeks nday gets fed well, ile gets meat and hreed
and substantial soups from his field kitchens of old.

The food problem is worse R¥x¥ than before in the Ukraine,
The standard of wages for oll trades is lower. Food is #lven
only to the workmen alone; wives and ehildren get nothing at a¥Xx

the Stolovaians. For the engineers and technielans these Stolvalas
distribute only one meal s dny,and not theree as in Stanitza.

My wages here are nlso lowere 400 roubles a month(against
500 in FoWosvetlovku aud 150 in Luganskais 3tanitza). But I do not
sompluin for u mimute as so far I geb womderful foodstuffs from the
foreismers store .t SARMAVO (?) 10 killometers from here,i.e, tem=
porarily I am atbucne® %0 “TWSH*R" and Pet the wonfder®l fare thul
foreigners who have entered upon special contruata gebw in  iu

USSR, These are fabulous,T must admit,very unfair %o the Russions.

I underline temporarily ,for Moscow hng not given its approwval
sad mxxx um =wolting reply therefrom nny dav. Todany I get unheard
of thlngs,hutter,cheesa,rice,sweets,sugnr,ta&, on libersl Emwmx
norms-~ the very hest that Russia glves anyount.

Tf they keep me on the INSMNAR I caun live easily on the 400
roubles,easier than om 1200 wathout INSNAB, I am keeping guiet

and am waiting for results.

. Ppink how unfair this all is 114! X2 T of =1l the Mog=
trotrest,l of 2000 should get foodstuffs just becmuse I have &
foreign passport 1lil.

- " 1 eau assure you that to get thise ERSUXRINISNAB(?) is no
easy matter, I fourht long.My file is thiek nnd hefty and xmuikis
i?duhnl the applieation has the endorsement of the Assistant
beople's Commissur of Rxtiwegme Railroads of ¥oscow,- & big honour
and now awaits the verdict of the Speeial Government Commission,
whieh serupulously considers each new case fron thousand and one
aspect. Mostrotress is anplying for rme on grounds of my wonderful
(?929277?) workybut in realisy beczuse some know that when I
begin drawing foodstuffs therefrom,they too, may get something.
nveryone is interested in cdgarettes,tobueco,shirts, butteas,etc,
(== oliguarettes, by the woy ,pne eannot get to-dsy In 21l Nizhni-
Yovgovod '§il) Just sold out, That is =ll, 3! s

\ggﬁfsr I have written about myself, This is very gelfish, I
. @aid nothing about this town,of its old ngsociations with
mg p&st; e — —_— - T i e e e e A S S e

I'd mem love te tell you much more of the englineers here,

-- there are many--- of the workmen ,of the meetings,of the polities,
but time does not permlt.

. . The Soviet Government is fleating a new loan internally on
3,000,000,000 roubles and the campaign is fierce., The plan is
sarried out slready 1007--120 %,i.e. every working man and
ngolohozniek” has subseribed 1-1% months wages in the year Ji1
T supseriped 520 roubles and others even 2 months wages (i
There 18 1ot one man that has been left onte Yot one dare
refuse JlJi)eemmmemw= Tot one llll.

i ——

oess . JERRY



